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the San Fernando Valley. Since 1978, the
year the Jasons joined the congregation at
Shaarey Zedek, they have been committed to
the growth of the synagogue and the cause of
Jewish education. It is the efforts of people
such as the Jasons that has guided the Ortho-
dox Jewish community of North Hollywood to
such remarkable growth in recent years.

For example, the Jasons have been closely
involved with the development of Jewish day
schools in their neighborhood. They have
done so both as devoted Jews and parents
who enrolled their three children in Emek He-
brew Academy. In addition, the Jasons’ two
sons, Howard and Mark, attended Valley
Torah High School. Today the Jason chil-
dren—who are in their mid and late 20s—re-
main passionately involved with Judaism and
the Jewish community. Their parents taught
them well.

There is another side to the Jasons, one
that further illustrates their zest for life. Since
1984, when he sold his business, Mario has
become a noted sculptor whose work has
been exhibited in 14 galleries across the Unit-
ed States. Madeline, who has a degree in
education from Cal State Northridge, today
works at her alma mater as administrative as-
sistant for the summer academic program for
elementary school students. She also volun-
teers as a docent at the Simon Wiesenthal
Museum of Tolerance.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting Mario and Madeline Jason, who
have worked tirelessly on behalf of Shaarey
Zedek Congregation and the Jewish commu-
nity. They are a shining example to us all.
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Mr. DIXON. Mr. Speaker, on March 1, 1995,
Ms. Gwendolyn A. Brown will be sworn in as
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health, Budgets, and Programs at the Penta-
gon. Although her departure from my office
creates a void that will be difficult to fill, I am
delighted to have this opportunity to announce
her well-deserved selection to this exciting and
challenging new position.

Gwen arrived on Capitol Hill in August 1984
as a LEGIS fellow from the International Trade
Administration of the U.S. Department of Com-
merce. At Commerce, she served as a country
specialist for North Africa, and was respon-
sible for the promotion of United States com-
mercial interests in that region of the world.
Her considerable expertise in international
trade affairs proved of invaluable service to
me in my work as a then-member of the Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Foreign Oper-
ations. I was so impressed with her knowledge
and performance that I offered her the senior
legislative position in my office upon comple-
tion of her fellowship.

Thus it was that on April 22, 1985, Gwen of-
ficially became my legislative director. Over
the course of the next several years, Gwen
provided exceptional service as the principal
member of my staff responsible for appropria-
tions issues and the direction of my legislative
program. She did an outstanding job and
proved an invaluable asset to my office.

For her last 4 years on the Hill, Gwen han-
dled all of my defense appropriations work.
She immersed herself in the arcane and intri-
cate details on a panoply of military matters.
In time, she developed considerable pro-
ficiency in defense material, working tirelessly
and gaining support for programs important to
the California economy, including preservation
of the Los Angeles Air Force Base and the
Long Beach Naval Shipyard. Her keen intel-
lect, knowledge about the appropriations proc-
ess, and her rapid ability to grasp complex is-
sues, were of immeasurable benefit as we
sought to preserve programs important to the
southern California area.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor and a
pleasure to have this opportunity to salute the
exemplary work of Ms. Gwendolyn A. Brown.
Employees of her caliber do not come along
often, and I am especially grateful to her for
her years of selfless dedication and commit-
ment to me and the citizens of Los Angeles.
I ask my colleagues to join me in congratulat-
ing her as she embarks on a new chapter in
a distinguished career of public service.
Please join me in wishing her and her hus-
band, the Reverend Dr. Cameron Byrd, best
wishes for continued success and happiness
in the future.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 7) to revitalize
the national security of the United States.

Mr. WATT of North Carolina. Mr. Chairman,
H.R. 7 didn’t come out of a committee on
which I sit. So I’m sure my colleagues are
happy that I have not been especially active in
debating or trying to amend this bill. Before I
exit stage right following my high level of in-
volvement on the series of crime bills, how-
ever, I want to talk about this bill and about
the outrageous inconsistency of my Repub-
lican colleagues.

First, last week my Republican colleagues
told the Congress and the courts to get out of
the way of police and let the police kick in the
doors of American citizens, search and seize
their homes and papers whenever police offi-
cers thought that reasonable. They said the
4th amendment and the rules the Supreme
Court took years to spell out micromanaged
the police. Today, under H.R. 7, my Repub-
lican colleagues want us to micromanage the
Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of State,
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and even the Com-
mander in Chief, the President of the United
States.

Second, for weeks my Republican col-
leagues have told us here on this House floor
and have told the American people that the
top national priority we have is getting rid of
the national deficit. Yet this bill (H.R. 7) sets
the stage for revitalization of the outdated cold
war, star wars program at a cost of $40 billion
or more.

Well, I’ve concluded that there are two
things my Republican colleagues are consist-
ent about:

First, they don’t believe in the principle that
debate and deliberation are important parts of
democracy. That’s evident from the rule under
which H.R. 7 is being considered which de-
prives the Members, and more importantly the
American people, of the kind of debate and
deliberation such important matters as the
safety and security of our Nation deserve.

Second, they’ll do anything to undermine,
not uphold, the Constitution of the United
States. Last week it was the 4th amendment
and habeas corpus. Today, it’s an attack on
the principle that the President is the Com-
mander in Chief of our military forces. I
thought it was the Soviet Union which had a
central committee. This is the United States of
America. My Constitution doesn’t provide for a
central committee or for any kind of commis-
sion to govern our military. Mine says in article
II, section 2 that ‘‘The President shall be Com-
mander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the
United States * * *’’.

I can’t help but believe that we’re doing our
Nation and our Constitution a major disservice
today by the passage of this bill. I can’t help
but believe that this is a political decision, that
there is no way this bill would be passed if we
had a Republican President today. But, again,
my Republican colleagues don’t worry about
consistency. For them, politics is far more im-
portant than public policy and politics is far
more important than consistency.

National defense should never be a partisan
issue. This is a truly sad day for America.

f

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS AND RESCIS-
SIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT
OF DEFENSE FOR FISCAL YEAR
1995

SPEECH OF

HON. VIC FAZIO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 22, 1995

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 889) making
emergency supplemental appropriations and
rescissions to preserve and enhance the mili-
tary readiness of the Department of Defense
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 1995,
and for other purposes.

Mr. FAZIO. Mr. Chairman, I was dis-
appointed that I could not support final pas-
sage of defense supplemental appropriations
which I strongly believe is vital to our combat
readiness. However, as presented to me yes-
terday, I was forced to choose between pro-
grams which I consider critical to long-term
defense security as well as my district versus
providing needed funding to pay for our for-
eign operations.

I support replenishing the defense funds
used in various peacekeeping and humani-
tarian operations so our force structure re-
mains strong. That is not the problem with this
bill. The problem is the way in which this legis-
lation seeks to pay for this replenishment—by
hamstringing efforts to ensure military security
through promotion of a strong economic and
industrial base.
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